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FROM THE EDITOR

Implementing a decision reached at the Decem-
ber 1982 meeting of the IRSC, the next three volumes
of Resurrection Studies will present selected let-
ters of Fr. Peter Semenenko which have particular
significance for the Congregation in America (Canada
and USA), Bulgaria and Poland.

Since during Fr. Peter's lifetime the missions
in Canada and USA constituted a single religious
house (with the privileges of a province), the selec-
tion of letters which concerns these two countries
is included in a single volume. As a matter of fact,
there was a time when Chicago was directly dependent
upon Rome; however, even then Fr. Eugene Funcken was
charged with the care of all the American missions.

Originally the letters chosen were meant to be
printed in their entirety. However, very often a
single letter deals with matters pertaining to mis-
sions throughout the Congregation. To avoid repeti-
tion of the same material in the next three volumes,
it was decided to cite only the portion of the let-
ter which pertained to the specific country under
consideration. 1In this way the reader can more eas-
ily follow the pattern of development of the Con-
gregation in one particular area.

However, the rule mentioned above was abandoned
in the case of letters written to Eugene and Louis
Funcken. These letters are cited in their entirety
because as such they complement and respond to the
letters which Eugene and Louis wrote to Fr. Semenen-
ko (already published in English translation under
the care of Fr. James Wahl, CR). Moreover, this will
also demonstrate how Fr. Semenenko (who never visit-
ed either Canada or USA) viewed these missions in
relation to the entire Congregation, and how con-
cerned he was to supply the American fathers with
information about the other missions.



In this volume, as well as in the next two,
the following marks of punctuation and reference
have been used:

1)

2)
3)

(...) indicate omission of that portion
of a letter which pertains to another
topic.

/ / indicates an editorial comment.

Mss = manuscript; CRR - Resurrectionist
Roman Archives.

In this volume and the two that follow, Fr.
Marian Traczyfiski, CR selected the letters to be
published and provided the footnotes.

Fr. Francis J. Grzechowiak,

Rome, June 1987
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l. To Fr. Joseph Hube
Paris, February 5, 1852
Dearest Father,

I am responding to a request in-
cluded in your last letter. (...) With reference
to America, I offer you my brief and simple opin-
ion. In my opinion the primary need of our Congre-
gation at this time is a need to concentrate its
efforts and so avoid dispersing them. By going to
America, to a real mission, as projected, would be
to disperse our efforts. Our greatest concern
should be to establish a school, either a boarding
school or a college, which would lead to a seminary,
a novitiate, an alumniate. The future of our Con-
gregation depends on this. There is no other way.

To my mind it is a delusion to think that we
can establish anything like that at a mission,
where other concerns call for one's complete at-
tention. We have the example of St. Ignatius. Al-
though his community was at least four times as
large as ours, he responded to the most urgent ap-
peal of the King of Portugal by sending St. Francis
with a single companion as missionaries to Indiaj;
and when that companion died, he did not replace
him. Yet in those circumstances St. Ignatius had
two advantages over us: 1) He himself was not look-
ing for a mission; the loud cries for him to ac-
cept this mission came from others. 2) His communi-
ty was far more numerous than ours. This is also
a response to the claim that if we make a sacrifice
for the mission, God will bless our Congregation
and multiply our numbers.

In the first place, God is not calling us to
the missions by way of a special vocation; there-
fore, we would be seeking such by ourselves. Second-
ly, even if God did call us, our first concern
would be to safeguard the Congregation, and then
give whatever we could spare to the missions. The
reason for this is simple. There can be no doubt
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that God first called us to the Congregation. Only
after this would he be calling us to the missions--
if indeed he were calling us. Therefore, our first
responsibility is to fulfill the primary vocation
we have received from God--not wasting it, but
rather safeguarding it. Only then can we respond
to a second call - if we have any strength left
after responding to the first call.

For these reasons, Father, I feel that the
American mission as projected in your letter would
be contrary to the responsibility for our vocation.
Allow me, dear Father, to present a modified plan
which I feel we might realize and which, in fact,
it would be good for us to realize.

I begin with the principle that, if we are to
amount to anything as a Congregation, we need to
concentrate our efforts and establish a schoool.
This can be accomplished under favorable circum-
stances; but we must choose the right time, place,
procedure, etc. We cannot do so in Rome where,
aside from other reasons, there are already too
many schools. The competition in Paris is too
great; and even if we were to take all France into
consideration, no great need exists. Prussia is
impossible, since all education there is in the
hands of the government.

Therefore, conditions are not favorable in the
three locations in Continental Europe where we might
establish ourselves in order to meet the needs of
the Congregation. This leaves us with England and

America.

If we were to move to America at this time, we
should do so as a group, and choose some well popu-
lated center like New York, Philadelphia, New Or-
leans, St. Louis, etc., where we could establish
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ourselves as a Congregation under the conditions
mentioned above; however, not primarily to accept
a mission.

Nevertheless, I think it would be more bene-
ficial for us to move to England. This thought
struck me forcibly when I was in England fifteen
months ago. I did not make any proposal publicly
then for I did not think the time was ripe; more-
over, I feared that the idea might suffer from the
imprint of my personality. However, the main de-
tails of and my reasons for such a proposal were
the following. At the present time England is the
principal country being used by God to influence
the non-European world. I am more convinced of
this after studying the sober and profound reli-
gious spirit which is so deeply rooted in the soul
of this people.

Therefore, if it is true that at this time our
Congregation has something to offer which would be-
nefit the Church; and if, by God's grace, it has a
definite purpose, principles, and a way of imple-
menting these, then, as they develop, these could
be the source of many spiritual benefits. One
might compare this to St. Thomas' philosophy of mat-
ter and form. A form needs matter, gives life to
matter, and moves it to act according to its nature.

There is no better matter available than that
which is to be found in England: not only because
it would seem to be the easiest to get at, but also
because it can be formed and developed with greater
freedom and without any hindrance. Further and es-
pecially, because by using this matter it might be
possible to produce an instrument which could be
used extensively, throughout the world, for God's
glory. Having once formed a nucleus in England, we
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could easily move to America and, as our numbers
increased, elsewhere. This is the strongest argu-
ment for beginning in England rather than in Ameri-
ca. At least that is how I see the issue.

Dear Father, I kiss your hand, fervently re-
commending myself to your love and your prayers.

Fr. Peter
/Fr. Jeiowicki added a postscript to this letter./

(Mss 514, CRR)

2. To Fr. Eugene Funckenl

Paris, September 22, 1857

My dear Fr. Eugene,

I read your letteES, and they
brought me great joy. Fr. Superior, who is present-
ly preaching in Ostend, has already read the first
letter and sends his response which I have included.
Your second.letter, which was already written from
St. Agatha,  was forwarded from Rome to Paris. I
immediately sent it on to Ostend.

A reply may take a few days. While I am wait-
ing, I will send you all the news that is available.
In this way you will receive the first response more
quickly, and then a second response within a few
days. Undoubtedly you will have enough money to pay
for any postage that is due.

The letter from St. Agatha was a source of great
joy. It contains perspectives that are full of hope.
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Everything else you write sounds just as beautiful.
Father, continue to write such letters regularly
and without fail, for they bring much happiness not
only to us but to all of the brothers.

Father Superior and I came to Paris for a few
weeks After our arrival, Fr. Superior and Fr. Alex-
ander left for Ostend, where many Poles are located.
While Fr. Superior has been preaching there these
past few weeks, I have been doing the same in Paris.
The chapel at the Church of the Assomption is packed
every Sunday. We are very pleased with this situa-
tion, since it gives us an opportunity to use the
pulpit. God willing, we will return to Rome in a
few more weeks. Meanwhile I have already packed
the entire library here for shipment to Rome. 1In
fact, this was the main purpose for my coming.

Philosophy will not suffer as a result of my
trip. With God's help, I will continue to work at
it in Rome with all my strength. While here I
spoke with a young man who came from Holland to spend
his holidays in Paris. He came to our house in order
to obtain a copy of my "Treatise on Philosophy." I
was to leave a copy here for him and for his brothers.
He himself has already departed, but he left word
that if he did not send someone else for the copy he
would write.

Fr. Superior directed me to send you a copy of
the Rule. I am including only the first section.
The envelope would be too heavy if I sent everything
at once. This first section includes two chapters:
the introduction and the chapter on the love for work.
The second section includes only the chapter on "A-
postolates." This puts the final seal on our prin-
ciples. They agree completely with the observations
I shared with you in Rome before you left. Our de-
cisions and the election were unanimous. Everyone
was very pleased with this. Because our delibera-
tions were so fruitful, we were able to finish our
work in a few days. Thanks be to God!



Therefore, the general chapter has approved
the Rule. The Rule in its present form, the one
you will receive, is the final version. Father
Superior is making arrangements to have the ap-
proval of the Rule announced in all churches.

Peace to you, my dearest Fr. Epgene. Please
give my greetings to dear Giowacki. He might
continue his studies in the meantime. Continue
to write to us regularly.

Most sincerely yours in Christ,
Peter Semenenko
(Mss 2240, CRR)
Footnotes

l. This letter is written in German.

2. Fr. Jerome Kajsiewicz,CR (1812-1873). In the
letters that follow, up to 1873 when Fr. Kaj-
siewicz died, "Father Superior" refers to him
as such.

3. 5t. Agatha is the place in Canada where the first
Resurrectionist parish was founded.

4. Fr. Alexander Jezowicki,CR (1804-1877).

5. The Church of the Assomption in Paris, where
Resurrectionists conducted services for Poles
from 1849.

6. Fr. Edward Giowacki (Giowalski), CR (1830-1919).

3. To Fr. Eugene Funcken1

Rome, December 1857
My very dear Fr. Eugene,
As a reward for his lengthy
silence, you now have a long letter from Fr. Super-

o There was nothing he could do about the situ-
ation until now. As you will see from his letter,



he spent 33 days travelling. When he returned, a
whole stack of letters and matters to be decided
were there waiting for him. And then he gpent 10
days directing a retreat for the Sisters. As a
result, practically speaking, he did not have a
single minute available to write to you--espe-
cially since this was not a question of a short
letter.

I don't know whether you will be able to read
everything, Father, but God will surely help you.
If I had the time, I would describe what is most
important; but this year I am weighed down with
work--more than ever, even more than last year.
Besides classes in philosophy, I teach our good
Kozmian3theology for one hour every day, and there
are many other matters to take care of.

As Fr. Superior informed you, the Holy Father
appointed me to be a consultor to the Congregation
of the Index. The occasion required me to visit
each of the cardinals (about 12 or 13) as well as
the Congregation's more outstanding consultors.
This took ten days, and I could not write to you
in the meantime.

Pociejdis already on the Index. I expect that
in the near future Towiahski® will be the next one
listed there. Fr. Superior's letter contains the
most important information concerning the house.
However, I will expand on a few points. Brother
Paulfbwill definitely have to leave us. This matter
could not drag on any further. He absolutely re-
fused to bend before Fr. Thomas.’' I hope this will
produce good results. Fr. Superior's thoughts on
the subject and the advice we had to offer him were
in complete agreement: Whatever indicates an ambi-
guous vocation is unacceptable and must be removed,
for such a lack of balance is the greatest obstacle
to the achievement of good results. Fr. AnthonyB
finds himself at the crossroads. He might work out
better as a cooperator. A move on his part would
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be desirable. While there is no ill-will in him,
he lacks sufficient resistance and so cannot per-
severe in his good intentions, as he has demon-
strated frequently. :

The others apply themselves to their studies,
some more, some less, but all to a satisfactory de-
gree, as well as one might wish. Moreover, there
is some foundation for hope that in time they will
all develop well. I take great satisfaction in the
fact that this year they have a better--far better--
understanding of philosophy. They study mathematics
at the Roman College, but in order to avoid creating
chaos in their minds, nothing else.

Now something new. An elderly priest came
to us from Poland and is now living with us as a
novice. He was a pastor in Kamieniec, the capital
of Podolia. He is a lovable person, and not so old
that he could no longer work. He has had a long-
standing desire to become a religious. His name 1is
Piskorskig. The capable brother Anthony (I don't
know his last name), a shoemaker, is here at the
house and serves as an example for our Italian bro-
thers. Three others are on their way to Rome from
Silesia. One of these is a shoemaker and one a tailor.
They seem to have received a fair education. Fr.
Superior has already written to you indicating his
intention to send these two brothers to you after
some time as helpers, especially in teaching.

However, the greatest source of happiness for us

are the Sisters. Their beginnings indicate the pre-
sence of qualities which would identify this as a
work of God and Eromise a very beautiful future.
Mother Josephine 1 (she can already use that title)
has shown that God has endowed her with the gifts
necessary for such a work, e.g., enlightenment,
strength, purity of intention, docility, fortitude.
Briefly, she has all the qualities. Daily I ad-
mire the way in which she carries on her work. At
present we have five sisters: four choir sisters and
one lay sister. The latter is a German Slav from
Machren. She knows Polish and has a marvelous per-





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































