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FROM THE EDITORS

The year 1986 marks the 150th anniversary of
the Congregation of the Resurrection and the 100th
anniversary of the death of a founder, Fr. Peter
Semenenko, C.R. It was suggested that on this oc-
casion it would be useful to issue a special vol-
ume of the letters of Fr. Semenenko: excerpts
dealing with the Congregation - the foundation,
its interior life and spirit - as well as some of
Father's comments about himself and other perti-
nent topics.

The excerpts cited in this volume clearly
reflect the author's ardent love for God and for
the Congregation, for his confreres, for all
people. Not only do these statements allow us to
enter more deeply into the spirit of the Congrega-
tion, they also make the spirituality of Fr. Sem-
enenko accessible in terms of daily life.

We have not included letters which deal ex-
clusively with the interior life - letters written
to Sisters - since these appeared separately years
ago as The Spiritual Letters. One exception is
the letter in which Fr. Peter explains "our prin-
ciples" of the interior life. Every Resurrec-
tionist will find here abundant material to help
him deepen his religious, apostolic and interior
life.

Basically the material contained in this vol-
ume did not require references. Where such were
felt necessary, these were included in the text
by the use of brackets. After each letter the
manuscript number, the month, year and recipient
of the letter have also been noted in brackets.

ii



I. LIFE OF THE CONGREGATION

"I would like very much to leave
to our Congregation the vision,
the principles and the way of
thinking which, in his grace,
the Lord Jesus clearly granted

to me."

(from a letter to Fr. Smolikowski)



VOCATIOR
ACCEPTANCE INTO THE CONGREGATION,
FORMATION

"When you come to us and accept us as bro-
thers, be aware of what you must bring with you.
Love must be the law which rules our lives. When
you come, bring love with you. Our goal on this
earth is to become one heart, one spirit with
Christ. His personal request of the Father was:
'That all might be one.'

And so, this is what we require of you.
From all that I can gather, the Lord God has al-
ready made you feel the need for such love in
your heart; therefore, you will not find this
requirement difficult. Naturally, we consider
it our further goal to spread this love as much
as possible.”

(Mss 1295, January 1843, to Bentkowski)

"For we must hold this as certain: Only
here, on Polish soil, shall we be able to work
effectively toward our own development and the
achievement of our goals - the goals of our work
for God.

All of the good candidates who come to us 1in
Rome, come completely by chance. Young people in
Poland do not know us. They have no way of know-
ing us. Therefore they cannot have a vocation to
our Community. Our first need would be to work
toward the formation of young people with a voca-
tion.
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Involvement in education is an indispensable
condition for our existence. A seminary is a most
important institution for the Church in Poland.
Some kind of educational institute is even more
important for our Congregation. We cannot expect
many candidates for the Congregation from such a
seminary. Moreover, it would not be proper for
us to accept them. Thus once again we would be
left without a base for our existence.

What I am speaking of here is a matter of the
greatest importance - something to which we must
turn our attention immediately. I feel very sure
that once such an institution is established, God
will bless it immediately and it will grow in the
twinkling of an eye."

(Mss 707, November 1864, to Fr. Kajsiewicz)

"First, one general quality of a vocation
which must. always be kept in mind: Does it stem
from faith in God? A vocation implies the desire,
the will to undertake such a life; but this must
be based on faith in God. The first obstacle to
a vocation is the lack of such a will. Even though
there might be other reasons which seem to outweigh
this lack, it remains a decisive obstacle.

Naturally there are other obstacles which stem
from a person's character: 1) A character marked
by excessively natural sympathies and antipathies,
not knowing how to control these or even giving
any thought to doing so - an individual totally
under the infuence of the senses, who lives com-
pletely on the surface, one who enjoys convenience
etc., consequently one who is incapable of sacri-
fice, self-denial, mortification, or one who is a
compulsive talker etc. 2) a secretive character,
a closed person, ill-humored, concerned with self,
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incapable of openness or candor; one who cannot be
governed and is incapable of love.

My dear Jerome, I am not in the least concern-
ed about external growth, as long as there is inner
growth and as long as we all become saints. If
this is true, we will accomplish much more for our-
selves and for others. If it be God's wish that
we grow, he will send us candidates according to
his own heart. Yet, it is our task, with his as-
sistance, to discern which candidates he sends us
and which are sent by the devil. For if this is
the work of God, the devil will inevitably send
candidates. He will surely do so if we are God's
wheat.

Since we sift the seed we sow, let the sieve

be a good one. Since we surround our fields with
a fence, let it be one studded with spikes and in-
surmountable. Let us beware of an unknown seed

lest it prove to be darnel. My dear Jerome, for
our field let us accept only seed that offers true
hope of becoming one heart and one spirit with us.
Let this be our guiding principle.”

(Mss 423, February 1844, to Fr. Kajsiewicz)

"The Congregation should not be exposed to
danger by keeping members who contaminate others,
especially those who know how to conceal such
contamination. I would so be exposing the Congre-
gation to danger if, contrary to previous evidence
and new indications, and contrary to the consci-
entious opinion of a proper judge, I were to accept
such a dangerous person in the hope that he will
change.

We are not a correctional institution, a
convalescent home. We should accept healthy and
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dependable people, so that we might be an organism
of normal strength for the glory of God and the wel-
fare of others."

(Mss 370, January 1883, to Fr. Kalinka)

"With regard to the further acceptance of
seminarians, do not be discouraged if once and
again things do not work out. I strongly emphasize
this request. Moreover, we learn from experience -
and you have already learned.

The main thing is to exhaust all possible
means which can throw some light on a candidate's
future."

(Mss 370, January 1883, to Fr. Kalinka)

"I am deeply convinced that a retreat is an
absolute necessity at the very beginning, that is,
before a candidate is accepted. When it comes to
recognizing a true vocation nothing, other than an
immediate revelation from God, can take the place
of a retreat; on the other hand, a retreat makes
this a simple matter.

The usual method of accepting postulants -
the way we used to accept them - is completely un-
satisfactory. Therefore, from now on we must in-
sist upon a retreat."

(Mss 199, August 1872, to Fr. Przew}ocki)
"For both come down to the same thing: Either

the Congregation is the work of God, and then it
should be treated as the work of God; or it is not



the work of God, and then no one need commit him-
self to it. This is how I see the matter."

(Mss 183, May 1870, to Fr. Przewtocki)

"Dear Father, I must offer you my reasons, in
order to avoid any semblance of conceit or indif-
ference.

Oonly one consideration might keep me from ac-
cepting candidates whom in conscience I regarded
as worthy of acceptance: consideration for the
problems with which you are confronted, that is,
the internal disturbance and the concern for their
material support even though, for the past 20 years
this has never been lacking. But first of all,
dear Father, this is a personal fault which, before
God, you must try to overcome.

True, as a subject, I should not judge this
fault; and as your father confessor I should not
speak to you about it except in the confessional.
However, neither should I imitate this fault when
T am substituting for you as superior. You tell
me that, in such a case, you will have to bear the
consequences. This is partly true; therefore, in
spite of what I said, I took this into considera-
tion, rejecting four of five other candidates be-
fore I accepted the first.

Moreover, I probably would not have accepted
all of the further candidates, about whom I had
only a very strong probability and not the mathe-
matical certitude I had about the first. I would
have given this even greater consideration, dear
Father, if you had not provided me with a second
reason. The first reason, as I stated above, was
that I could not take what I considered to be a
weakness in you as an absolute rule in the exer-
cise of authority.
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The second reason, of which I now speak, is
this: It seemed to me, dear Father, that in your
most recent letters to the Americans you had
shaken off this weakness. You urged them to
pray first for vocations, and then for material
support. I cannot tell you how happy this made
mel I felt that you were encouraged, seeing all
that the Lord Jesus is accomplishing through our
brothers in America. You were buoyed up by the
hope, even the certainty, that he will undoubtedly
accomplish far greater things there if we cooperate
with him. It seemed that, confronted with the
reality of all that had been accomplished with
God's blessing, you took courage and were prompted
to regard it as equally certain that God would
bless the work of preparation for the achievement
of such results.

No sooner do we begin to pray than the two
graces we seek begin to be realized. /While I'm
not speaking about money here, until now it has
always been true: Help came when it was needed; and
if on occasion it was delayed, the Lord Jesus had
his own good reasons for the delay. First, un-
doubtedly, to test our strong faith in his provid-
ence, which was not deterred by our bad behavior.
It would be strange, if, when things were going
well, we took credit for this ourselves and on
that basis were to claim a right to the assist-
ance of his Divine Providencel/

These two items should always be clearly dis-
tinguished: first, the obligation of right conduct
- we should always strive to fulfill this obliga-
tion to the best of our ability, without any con-
sideration for material assistance: second, trust
and confidence that God will grant us the help we
need for life aside from any consideration of or
dependence on our good behavior - though obviously
the latter should always be there.
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These two items should be considered separate-
1y, and in our hearts we should present them indi-
vidually to the Lord Jesus. When we ask for mate-
rial assistance, we do so trusting in his goodness
and mercy, which are not conditioned by our merits,
though obviously we should strive to be worthy.
Next, we should strive to fulfill our obligations
out of love and not with the consideration of ob-
taining material assistance, which we should only

seek by way of trust and confidence.

A second reason why Jesus may sometimes with-
hold his assistance could be our lack of confidence,
an all too human concern, for which he wished to
chastise us a bit. In any case, help has never
been lacking at any time in the last thirty years!
True, occasionally such help came slowly, a little
late and in installments. Yet help was never lack-
ing, even at times when we showed ourselves less
zealous about fulfilling our obligations than we
are today; even, in fact, when we were doing al-
most nothing at all.

But I am not talking about that. I only
wished to note here that Jesus has always provided
us with funds. He has done sSO now, in this parti-
cular instance. But at the same time he has also
sent us candidates. How then, dear Father, could
we possibly reject them?

My dear Father, let me repeat here what I have
already told you several times before. Our Congre-
gation is the work of God. Therefore it must grow,
live and be active. God will take care of its ma-
terial needs. To doubt this would be a real sin.
Therefore, when a candidate presents himself we
only need to make sure that he either has or may
have a vocation. Considering all of his disposi-
tions, does he have what amounts to a vocation
and can he thus become a useful member of this Con-
gragation?

This réfers to good persons, such as Fr. Louis
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Funcken or Alexander Szymofiski, who is now living
with us. Through lack of a proper education or
sufficient information they may not have possessed
a clear vocation at first. However, their good
dispositions enabled one to judge that, by God's
grace, a vocation would develop. And so I conclude:
In our situation, since we are the work of God, one
which he has not endowed with funds /for this too
depends on his will/ but for which he provides
funds gradually, we have an obligation based on
our trust that this is the work of God, to accept
every candidate who has a true vocation, even when
funds are lacking.

My dear Father, I feel more than ever sure of
this now that Jesus has opened up for us a number
of fields for extensive work and blesses this work
abundantly. In doing so it seems to be his desire
that we accept those whom he has called. Would it
not at the same time be his desire that we trust
him to provide material support? Let me add: I
feel that thus far Jesus purposely did not provide
us with a stable source of funds in order to offer
us an occasion to exercise our trust and confidence,
thus increasing our merit and indicating that this
is his work."

(Mss 741, January 1866, to Fr. Kajsiewicz)

"I return to the topic of vocations. I have
one more thing to say, and it is a matter of great
importance. My dear Father, we are obliged in con-
science not to hurry the formation of new members,
to hasten their ordination or to put them to work
as soon as possible. All safeguards must be ob-
served.

If we do not form the first generation well,
the Congregation is doomed. A lack of funds seemed
to suggest that we accept priests and theologians
who were already formed, in order to put them to
work as soon as possible. On the contrary, I think
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this should happen only by way of exception. 1In
such cases evem more needs to be done than what
is apparent at first glance. Normally we should
prefer to accept younger candidates, for it is only
such that we can form completely in our own way.

In my judgment, people who are already formed
will remain what they are. Little can be done to
re-form them. The only possibility is that they
formed themselves, or that God led them, by a way
that is similar to the one which he has indicated
for us. However, this is an exception and not the
rule. Dear Father, we must use the last years of
our life to prepare a generation that is one in
mind and spirit. But this is difficult, if not
impossible with persons who come to us from every
direction, already formed elsewhere. It is in our
best interest and of greater benefit that we accept
young men and form them ourselves.

For example, dear Father, take our good friend
Fr. John Kofmian. He is what he is. 1In his own
class no one could be more perfect. But if he were
in the Congregation, /how providential, three and
ten times providential, that he is not!l!/, our
Congregation undoubtedly would be more solid, to
some extent even externally; but internally, it would
be a monster. I do not hesitate to use the word,
for a monster is whatever is born not what it should
be according to the mind of God; and in this instance
the Congregation would not be such. Suffice it to
say that it would not have the foundation of the
interior life which God has graciously granted it,
the understanding of which he gradually perfects
and will ultimately fulfill.

Therefore, persons who have reached maturity
on their own are a danger to the Congregation - more
dangerous as they are more mature or more famous,
for then their influence will prevail. Hence , it
is best to form young men. Though it takes longer,
they offer the best hope for success, which in the
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end will come with them more quickly and more
surely."

(Mss 736, October 1865, to Fr. Kajsiewicz)

"We need to beware of weak persons, the main
attributes of whose hearts are warped. I consider
this to be an obstacle to good order and harmony,
to the development of a good spirit in community.
Such an obstacle must be removed. The good of the
community takes precedence over the good of this
or that individual.

I am deeply convinced that it is necessary
to thoroughly sift the seed of our new generation
and to accept only healthy members /that is, those
with a pure will and intention; it is surely under-
stood that we cannot require actual perfection im-
mediately/. However, these must be individuals
who come with a pure will and intention and not
those who first need to be purified. Now, after
repeated experience, we must accept once and for
all that it is impossible, almost tempting God,
to admit into the community individuals who are
not called to this work of God.

I would rather have only two candidates, or
even one, and be convinced that this time I am
not laboring in vain."

(Mss 600, September 1860, to Fr. Kajsiewicz)

"The work with our young men is difficult.
It is all uphill. Undoubtedly, in these initial
stages we must continue to bear and redeem the sins
of our nation with reference to the preparation and
education of its youth, as well as its failure to
direct them to the service of God. God must clear-
ly have had some reason for sending us such indivi-
duals for such a long time.
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In the matter of accepting desperate indivi-
duals, this time I am ready to beat my breast and
say: mea culpal I may be partially excused since,
when you left the matter of acceptance to me, I did
occasionally definitely refuse to accept some. I
would like to say, what you already know, that I am
not at all in favor of accepting doubtful vocations.
However, there are times when I feel the vocation
needs to be tested, as long as the individual is
dismissed once he proves to be unfit. I agree it
might be better not to accept such candidates at
all; but who can be certain?"

(Mss 637, April 1861, to Fr. Kajsiewicz)

"Dearest Father, it is of utmost importance
that our novices and students live together as long
as possible under our supervision in a central in-
stitute specifically designed for novices and stu-
dents. The only place for such anm institute is
Rome. The entire spirit of the Congregation in the
future depends on this: on unity in spirit, princi-
ples, in our future life and work.

Even if our Congregation were to experience
notable and rapid growth, I would still favor such
a central formation for our younger generation -
that is, unless it were to prove physically impos-
sible. I already have fears about the American
part of our Congregation and see only one solution:
They must send their novices to us. The expense
or other reasons should not stand in our way. /The
common good should be the highest law/."

(Mss 789, November 1868, to Fr. Kajsiewicz)
“I have completely separated the seminary from

the House at St. Claude. They share a common table,
but they take their recreation and perform their
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other exercises separately. I continue to be the
rector of the seminary, but the day-by-day opera-
tion of the institute is in the hands of the dean.
This actually breaks down to a matter of supervi-
sion, seeing that proper order is preserved. I
receive a complete report on how things are going.
All of the more important matters are referred to
me.

Such an arrangement in the seminary has real
advantages. First, it eliminates interference on
the part of father N. who, with the best of inten-
tions, is a disturbing element. Further, this
system provides unity of purpose and direction.
Even if another priest were present there, an in-
stitute as important as the seminary cannot be
left to his haphazard decisions."

(Mss 786, October 1868, to Fr. Kajsiewicz)

"In order to clarify matters for you, I re-
spond by saying that,when you accused yourself in
your letter, you confused the issue by including
both what was right and what was wrong in a single
accusation.

There was nothing wrong with your speaking to
me about the other brothers. That in doing so you
manifested impatience, anxiety and even spite, as
you say - this was wrong. But there was no need
for you to accuse yourself of this. On occasion
I have reproved you for showing impatience and
especially for a lack of charity. When you ad-
mitted that this was true, you were in fact ac-
cusing yourself.

With reference to what you go on to say about
the possibility of arousing in me an antipathy to-
ward the other brothers, be at peace. Your judg-
ment of even the worst superior should not be so
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bad as to think that you arouse him to antipathy
toward the brothers when you sincerely tell him
the truth about them. However, you must always
carefully discern the spirit in which you say
these things."”

(Mss 1302, December 1845, to Alfred Bentkowski)

"With regard to our younger members, the same
problems keep recurring. At present our greatest
problem is N. Not because he is difficult or con-
trary, but rather because he is so passive. As yet
there is no sign of awakening to the spiritual, no
light, no spark, no inspiration! He's just a lump!
I take him aside every evening now and require that
he tell me what is going on inside of him.

I quiz him especially about the object of his
prayer. I am convinced that this is the best way
to investigate and get to know a person's interior:
ask him about his prayer. The individual cannot
give false or misleading answers to such guestions,
because the deceit will be obvious immediately. A
person who does not pray has no clear concept of
real prayer; therefore he cannot talk about it, he
cannot pretend. He will betray himself immediate~-
ly. This has worked well for me. I consider it
the best way to obtain information about the souls
of the people one is directing.

Returning to N. When he came here last year,
I took him aside and explained prayer at length,
in detail and with practical applications. This
is where I began with him, insisting that prayer
is most important and that nothing happens with-
out it. I don't know how many times in the course
of the year I spoke to him on this topic, and I
presumed that he was praying. I was mistaken, pre-
cisely because it had not occured to me to do what
I am now doing: I did not ask him about the object















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































