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“This must be
proc laimed to
a sinful
world, and it
is something

a person is
unable to
find out by
himself:

God loves

}'Ull.l

Brother Bopdan was born in Poland in 1807 and bapuzed as

Theodore Ignatius Bogdan Janski. In the years before and

during Theodore’s childhood, his country was annexed, freed,

and invaded again and, as is always the ease, it was poor peo-
ple like Theodore’s family who bore the brunt of the collapse
of nagon and society. Hhis family lost theie land, and bot

food and clothes were hard to come by

His father and mother separated when he was in clementar

school, but Theodore grew up under the influence of reli
gious teachers in his village who taughr him to seek God and
stnve for holiness. His teachers recognized that he was smart

and imaginative, and they made it possible for him to sty in

school and even move on 1o further studics

Before he left for the University of Warsaw, his mother wrote

him a letter which he kept in his diacy: “Don't get into bad com
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would have to ke responsibility for his own life in Warsaw

reminded him that he was just turning sixteen and

because there would be no father or mother to guide him

At the university, Theodore got his first taste of the secular
world and soon rejected Chrisnanity for materialism. Despite

other’s warning, Theodore made friends with a classmate

who introduced him to drinking parues and brothels

Theodore often met his friends for bouts of drinking and sex

in the tombs beneath the floor level of the Carmelite Church

in Warsaw. During onc meeting, Theodore poured his drink

into a human skull and served up a roast from it Lifting his
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v and laughed ar the thought of

gruesome cup, he cursed dear

Life was to be lived now and, since the fullness

of pleasure was life’s purpose, he entered passionately into

the thrills of sensualiov.

fust before he left his homerown for an appointment to
the Department of Economics and Law at the University
of Paris, he impulsively married a pregnant girlfriend
named Alexandra, The son born to Theodore and
\lexandra was not Theodores, but he had marred
Alexandra ro save her from embarrassment. Later, he would
spill out his regret in his diarv: A woman has deprived me of
my greatness.” Much later he would admit that he had no one
but himself to blame for his ir .|'I|'l'r'f, o regn in his emotions

and impulscs

From ame o ume, he thought of Alexandra, He wrote her

letters and, when he had it, sent her money, but the threat of

war kept Alexandra and Bogdan apart. They would never see

each other again, 2nd he would never meer Alexandra’s son

In Paris, Theodore was attracted to student groups among
the Polish refugees. Like him, these companions were

poor, confused and unable to do anything positive about the

political turmoil in their homelanc Now twent

Theodore began to call himself “Bogdan,” his less formal

middle name

With his new name, things began to change for Bogdan, but

very slowly, He began to make a living by translating works

from Polish to French, writ articles on economics, and

ugh school students. He was becoming responsible.

monng




"[]r//) me to
be able to
help others on
the road to

salvation.”

Poland’s great Romantic poet, Adam Mickiewicz, was one of

the political refugees in Paris, His home had become a gath-
ering place for voung men like Bogdan. The poet was a swrong

believer in the gospel of Jesus Chnst and arrended Mass reg-

ularly, Under Mickiewicz's influence,

Bogdan began to won

der if he could find God’s grace once again

After many years of avoiding Mass, he found himself wan

denng into churches to pray, though still danking and roam

ing the nighttime strects of Patis. He found it more and more
difficult to get up in the morning, Consequently, his researct
and lg.‘x-.‘.l’lli'.‘i_‘ posizon at the¢ urniversity was In ICH?ll'd'\. His
duary recounts a \h.l_', struggle between sin and God’s grace
"Mere .'_,':t." God, support me ith your grace, ( .’Ih‘f"."; te within me

liation with you . . . . In you, O

this work of salvation, of recon

o o . .
God, is at! my hape.

-minded individuals

Soon he 1o0ined 2 study group of

They wenr to Mass each Friday and then gathered to stuay

sacred scripture at the house of Mickiewicz. Eager to apply

the biblical message of salvation to their circumstances, they
asked: What would happen if they began living like truc

disciples of Jesus? Is a regeneraton of society based on
Christan princples even possibler
In Acts 4:32-33 thev found hope: “The whole body of belicvers
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of Jesus Christ." A Chrisnan social revoluzon might be possible,
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the Gospel. The dream of Bogdan Janski began to take shape
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He realized that to begin a new life he had o seck forgivencss
aind healing through the sacrament of Confession. His grand
ideas were sull locked behind his sinful habits. So he and sev-

cral others began to prepare for their confession, the first
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since they were children. Bogdan praved with all his hearr that
God would free hum from his sins of sensualin { truly
& X -2 ! r ) . ’ > .\»
It took hum a vear of soul searching but, with the help and ”/&“ us person
direction of the prior of a local Benedictune abbey, he con does not bave
tessed his sins and experienced a powerful conversion of life \
. w2 D / S I ) Lo regretl his
He notes in his diary: “Fatber Prior was dismayed and frightened <
by mry confession. He called my conversion miraculous.... [ received past because it
his blessing, my eyes filled with tears, and that is the way he left me.

I was a condition

for his call”

I fell on the ground in the form of a cross.”

Like a child, this man of great intellect had to learn ba

otons, He joyfully tells us thar afrer his conves-
sion 1 learned to recite the rosary.” And, he kept in contace with
the Benedicunes who taught him how pray with greater truse

He broughr all his hopes and dreams to praver.

Once Bogdan found God through Jesus

Christ 1in the sacrament of Confession,
nothing could stop him from telling oth-
ers about his new life and the hope thar
it brought him, He began to speak to
his companions about his dream for a

new Chnstian society

Peter Semenenko was the first to

respond. A rwenry-one vear oid from
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“Whydid 1
return to the
Catholic
Faith?
Because You,
0 God

of mercy,
wished me
to do so.

Your grace
.zlum'
accomplished
this, and not
any of my
reasoning,
merits or

i 'I)?'A'J. U

a militant group of exiles, Peter had left the Church and
joined a failed uprising in 1831 in Poland. He then escaped to

Panis disillusioned and 1n danger of going to prison if he were

caught. Bogdan took him in and began counscling the young

marn to rerurn to the Faich and 1o make something of his life

Bogdan led Peter to confession at the same monastery where
he had been reconciled. Another young revolutionary, Jerome
Kajsiewicz, also began to expernience a new l’:-:»p:- ;mJ he, too,
joined Peter in receiving the sacrament of Confession. Now

there were three converts, and a spintual awakening beg
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occur among the exiles in Paris.

Bogdan’s dream of a new life for himself and his friends
became a realitv when he renred a house in Pans and invited
Peter and Jerome and several other men to live with him, just

like the small group of eacly Chastians mentioned in Act

On Ash Wednesday in 1836, four of these friends with Janska
as “Elder Brother” formed a community of young men that
became the inspiration for the Congregation of the
Resurrection. Soon, two more men joined them. Brother
Bogdan was twenty-nine vears old when he tormed his new

COIMITIUIY.
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From the beginning the new community was apostolic

memoirs, lerome wrote of those earliest days: “We felt called

by God to sevve our brothers but (at first) only a few people believed
! Lll ine Inase sorith td lz ——-

in us.... (But) one cannot y..'N in love with the Lovd, raste how sweel
J ¢ th e tioms Do tsfl f' seth ths halyv decive
He is, and not at the same time, be inflamed with the boly desire

y seo othors share thic tame '} / ! s0) we tried to el
L0 S€€ OINEYS 52AYE LIS samié I'..'.'.'[/:r;ru.... (And, s0) we tried to nelp




Bogdan again took to the sereets of Pans, but this time it was to

seek out poor exiles and to offer them the gift of hope, the same
hope that had saved his life. He fed the hungrv and sheltered the

homeless with money he begged from some of the well-off
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my life laboring

exiles in Paris. His new brothers eagerly followed his example

Bogdan, now known as the “Elder Brother” of the commu-
nity, became a public penitent and developed an amazing
pauence and caln nend wntes of him 1in those days: R ;
vauence and calm. A inend wntes o 1 those da 1o evect a te-
“How many hardships he had ro endure... how many evil things /
: y . , y - g ek all
he had to listen to before be was able to convince this or that friend /’/‘ in which all
of his ervors....and take them to Mass and finally lead them to the of humanity
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canjessionds,

: will love and

lerome, Perer and the others watched and learned as Brother -
: ‘ ; 2 : honor You. I
Bogdan showed the way: "He sought out straying compatriots in
all corners of the great city of Paris. For some he found food, and want to live in
bhe assured the conversion u/A others by r‘:(',-:;'g them into (our) f/,‘. /f)h‘/l/t' ”/"

house and going to great trouble to find money to feed a dozen or - “
Y the great God.

more peopie. S
He was seen in the streets in tattered work clothes while deal
ing with the poor. Someone saw the miserable condiuon of
his shoes and bought him a new pair. The next day, the donor

: 171
saw him wearing old worn-out shoes, "What

;',x‘;v‘;-(';f(‘;:' to the shoes [ I'.'u:l_k'll'n' Jou '.f~fl‘)'1-".l_)'.’_
“Don’t be angry,” Bogdan answered, T met a very
poor person and exchanged shoes with him.” For
the poor immigrants of Pans, Bogdan Jansks

became an apostle of hope.




“I continue to
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those who have
been treated
unjustly...
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exploitation,
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During the next few vears, Bopdan intensified his mission
to the poor of Paris. Soon the other brothers joined him i

this work divided up the poor secror of the cirty,

cach accepung responsibility to visit and assist the needy 1n

his area

I'hen Brother Bogdan began to cough. At first it was just
annoying, With the cough came fatigue and weakness
\.\"f".'l 11: E)(:'.IH 0 Ce vll!"; ;:l\ ‘flnlv;., 'H L.'.I( W i Al ' '! ‘-5 |1(
tle time left to do all the things he had hoped to do in his

little houses of brothers living

life. He had dreamed of
together and forming a network of passionate Chrisgans

who would change the world. What would happen now?

He envisioned a transformanon of societv where the poor
could find inns devored to their care and hospirals that were
not just '.‘f,li(\ £« 24 o ‘i'L but t reccive 31&\1!!!];_‘ “x ‘.1,
and plans continued to develop: homes tor nvalid

Christian schools, even colleges and universites; print
shops to produce Christian literature; lay societes o serve
the poor as Jesus did. Under the inspiraton of God's grace,
Bopdan dreamt of a new world transformed by the Gospel

The possibilitics were endless

Meanwhile, Brother Bogdan contnued to encourage h

yeothers, especially Jerome and Peter. When both of thest

voung men felt a call to the priesthood, Brother Bogdan
|

y 13 2
dissuaded them from Icaving thceir group 1o jolr the

Benedicunes and, instead, introduced rthem to the idea of

going to Rome to work and study. Soon, these nwo brothes
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left for the erernal city while Brother Bogdan continued to

maintain the community in Pans

Brother Bogdan’s ministry was to seck out those who need
ed him in the streets of Pans but, by 1838, he was fecling
weaker. “Last .\.v'zz:a'n.zv..../ went to confession after a few adays o
l"l f / r 4 / P - » - -

tliness relared 1o the tungs.” He rallied atrer thar bur by spring
of 1839 he was clearly failing: (I am) poor in spirvit, poor in

’ ' 1 1 ) . ' ~ )
DERLED Dul wikh a nevey ,.'.1.'.'1/.‘{ nope of improvement...and once

: <o = %
again (I am) reconciled with the Lovd,

By late 1839, he was so sick that the brothers in Rome asked
him ro come there so they could take care of him. Brother
Bogdan died in 1840 at Rome among his brothers when he
was only thirty-three, too soon to see his community fulfill
the dream of a new society formed and energized by the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. But at his death,
surrounded by Peter and Jerome and the

other brothers, Brorther Bogdan was

assured rthat his vision would live on

And, indeed, the dream did not end with
the death of Brorther Bogdan, Today, n
sixteen countries, the Congreganon ot the
Resurrection works to cstublish the King
dom of God and to live out Brother
Bogdan’s dream of transformation of the

individual and society.
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A Prayer 10 Follow e
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Lord Jesus Christ, in Your great love You called Brother Bogdan
Janski to leave a life of sin and darkness and to found a community
of men who would discover the hope of resurrection for themselves

and the world,

You chose Brother Bogdan as a marvelous example of how true
repentance leads to conversion and loving ministry to the poor. |
want to follow his example and experience for myself Your healing
grace. When I am down, lift me up Lord as You comforted and

raised up Brother Bogdan.

Use me to help bring light to those in darkness and permit me to
carry the message of lifc to those who live in the shadows of the
culture of death. Through the intercession of Brother Bogdan
assist with Your grace those addicted to alcohol and other drugs as

well as those who sin against puricy,

Grant also that one day we who embrace the spirit of Brother
Bogdan, the Apostle of Hope, may celebrate his beatification for

Your greater honor and glory. We ask all this through Christ Our

Lord. Amen




O Risen Lord, the Way, the Truth, and the Life, make us faichful

followers of the spirit of Your resurrection. Grant that we may be

inwardly renewed, dying to oursclves in order that You may live in us.
May our lives scrve as signs of the transforming power of Your love. Use
us as Your instruments for the renewal of sociery, bringing Your life
and love to all and leading them to Your church. This we ask of You,
Lord Jesus, living and reigning with the Facher, in the unity of the Holy

Sprint, God forever. Amen

"| am the Resurrection
and the life,

he who believes in me,
though he die,
yet shall he live.

John 1125

The Congrepation of the Resurrection is a religious community in the Catholie Churcl
greg !
which continues the work of Brother Bopdan and his onginal community. We are

prests and brothers ministering in parishes, schools, retreat centers and health facknoes

throughout the world. We keep Brother Bogdan's decam alive




Far further information about th
Congregation of the Resurrection confact:

Father Provincial

[USA Province

Congregation of the Resurrection
7050 North ():\H)' Street

Chicago, lllinois 60639-3055

Telephone: 773-465-8320

Web: wwwiresurrectionists.com



